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Dear Parent/Guardian,

How quickly time flies. Ta deireadh na bliana buailte linn, an grian ag taitneamh. As | reflect on the
year that’s past and remember all of the great achievements during the year | thoroughly agree that
“no two years are the same” .Each year is special in the life of the school. A strange and almost eerie
sense of emptiness and stillness has descended on Cashel Community School since the 12" of
March. To those of us who are left it seems as though the school building is recovering after yet
another busy, eventful and above all successful school year.

The current circumstances we live in are unknown to us all and they bring a lot of uncertainties and
new challenges with them. For this reason, we would like to express our gratitude to you on behalf
of all the teachers and staff for your efforts in supporting the teaching and learning of your student
over this school term .A students education is a three way partnership between the school, student
and parent and this has been truly tested over this passage of time. Well done to you all you have
been truly remarkable. Also | would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the kind and
supportive words and messages you have sent to us and for the patience you have shown us as we
adapted to this new virtual learning platform.

| believe this experience has created an even bigger feeling of the community-building for which
Cashel Community School is known . A central part of the success enjoyed by the school was the
sense of partnership and genuine commitment to a spirit of community which focussed all its energy
on maximising the potential of each and every student who stepped tentatively in the front door as
a first year student and who walked confidently and purposefully out the same door, having spent
five or six years, being enriched by the experience of life in Cashel Community School.

That said, over the next number of weeks there are a number of housekeeping issues that we need
to address, mainly the following.

Book Rental:

Currently we are not in a position to organise the return of books to the Book Rental Scheme. As you
are aware this operation is both challenging and vital to the smooth transition of our students from
one year group to the next. We await permissions from the relevant authorities to allow the general
public admission to the school building before we can organise that return of the school books. That
said when we do get the green light classes will be allocated a specific time which will facilitate both
the return of the book rental but also the emptying of their lockers. All COVID 19 recommendations
will be in place throughout the operation.

DEAR Books:
We will be asking that the students from first and second year to return their DEAR books on the
same day as they are returning their book rental books.




Refunds:

Parents of Transition Year students and those registered for Saturday and Evening study have been
informed that they will receive a refund for services paid that we as a school community could not
facilitate. For 6% year students who had paid for Saturday study, they will be able to pick up their
refunds from the office when they return their books to the Book rental scheme. Likewise we are
currently in the process of issuing refunds for the Transition Year Italy Tour and these will be posted
out to you. The administration of all other refunds will be at the start of the new academic year.

What does the future hold for us as a school ? Covid-19 has changed our world and people young
and old have faced many bewildering challenges often tinged with sadness or stress. Currently we
are formulating detailed plans to ensure that students will continue to develop. For now we must
show patience and solidarity. We must use the time to lay the foundations of plans that will ensure
that going forward Cashel Community School is remains a caring, progressive, forward-thinking
place, able to respond rapidly to the changing world in which we find ourselves. Only by being at the
forefront of developments in education will we ensure that our students develop the skills and
confidence they will need to succeed. We will communicate these plans to you as soon as possible
and they will be informed by Public Health advice.

| wish to thank all those who walked out the door at the end of the 2019/20 school year, they have
played a vital role in setting the rhythm and tone of our school life. | extend my very best wishes to
those who will walk in through the doors of the school at the start of the 2020/21 school year. |
anticipate a successful year as the staff and | support their academic, social, and emotional growth
here at Cashel Community School by providing a rigorous, engaging, and high-quality secondary
school experience. Enjoy the Summer the break and stay safe and well.

Yours sincerely,
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