17/08/2020.
Dear Parent/Guardian,

| hope this correspondence finds you safe and well. | am writing to you to inform you of details and
arrangements to ensure a smooth and safe transition into the new academic year 2020/21 for you and your
son/daughter. That said with the current circumstances we live in which are unknown to us all and whilst they
bring a lot of uncertainties and new challenges with them, all arrangements forwarded are subject to
amendment and rescheduling. Thursday the 20" of August marks the first vital step on the return to school
roadmap whereupon all Parents/Guardian will get the opportunity to perform the following tasks ./t is
imperative that the Parents/Guardians of all year groups including 3" and 6" year attend on the day.
Masks must be worn on the day.

Collection of their students school books.

Payment of the school fee. €50

Collection of the School Journal.

Student class group assignment details.

Purchase auxiliary school workbooks and equipment.
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Purchase school insurance(optional).
School Books -

| wish to take this opportunity to thank and compliment the Parents’ Association on the efficient and
effective manner in which the book rental scheme is organised on an annual basis. | also wish to thank the
majority of parents and students who show their appreciation for the book rental scheme by caring for the
books and complying with the accepted procedures regarding the book rental scheme. The continuation of
the book scheme depends on your cooperation and the cooperation of your son/daughter. Parents availing of
the book rental scheme should take note of the following dates and times.

(a) Books will be available for collection from the school on Thursday August 20" between 9.00 a.m. and
6.00 p.m. In order to abide by social distancing regulations and undue delays parents are asked to
note that books will be available during these times. Books must be collected on Thursday August
20th.

(b) A bundle of books relevant to your son/daughter’s subject choices will be available for collection on
the dates and times specified above. Parents must sign an agreement when books are issued which

commits parents to ensuring that the books are maintained in good order and returned at the end of
the school year.

(c) The rental fee must be paid at the time when books are collected. The rental fee is €80 for all classes
except Transition Year. The fact that the rental fee is unchanged for 2020/21 is a major achievement
as the Parents Association had to cancel its annual fundraising event due to the pandemic.

(d) The Parents’ Association have a number of payment options available Cash, Credit Card, Credit Union.

(e) Please note that workbooks, exam papers, etc., which are not available from the book rental
scheme will be on sale in the school on August 20" during the operation of the book scheme.
These books will be covered for a €1 fee by the Parents Association. Similarly local shops selling



school supplies will also have a shop in the school on August 20" where parents and students can
purchase school bags, maths sets, calculators, and copies etc. which are required for the new school
year. Please support local businesses. This is an ideal opportunity for parents to purchase all
essential school materials at one location.

(f) Students should respect books provided through the Book Rental Scheme by covering books, keeping
them securely and returning all rented books in good condition at the end of each year.

e All books must be kept in good condition and free of writing.

e Books must have un-damaged plastic covers or be covered with clear contact at all times.

e  Books must be returned clear of writing, in good condition and with an undamaged plastic cover.

e  Where books are lost or returned in an unacceptable condition, the cost of replacing the book rests
with the student.

e Very Important — Books which are found in school on lockers or bag-racks will be placed in lost
property and a charge will apply for reclaiming each lost item.

e Abook inspection will take place annually.

e Itisin your interest to respect the property that is on loan to you, therefore please respect where and
how you place your school bag at all times as well as the books themselves.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the Parents’ Association for their tremendous work on your behalf
this year. They have given the school fantastic support and guidance throughout the year. It’s great to
witness parental involvement in all aspects of school life.

School Payment

As we move towards the commencement of the new academic year it is essential that parents are aware of all
the costs that will be incurred. There will be a standard fee of €50.1 realise that we are not in a position to
offer students access to school lockers this academic year however we propose not to alter the fee this year in
order to cover the additional expenses that we will encounter to ensure your child experiences many active
learning opportunities throughout the year, these experiences will require additional PPE to ensure your
son/daughters safety. This fee covers the following

e  Provision of the student Record Book

e Student Council/Links Training

e New School App administration and development

e Establishment and operational costs of a cashless payment system and service (price includes cost of
transactions)which will be going live during the first term of the new academic year.

e Additional PPE

e Student Awards

e Student training

e Student Retreats

Parents and Guardians will be able to make this payment on Thursday 20" of August while collecting their
books from the Book Rental Scheme. On payment parents/guardians will received a Student Record Book
which will be officially stamped, this will serve as a receipt for the Record Book . It is hoped that this measure
will alleviate parental concerns in relation to students being responsible for handling monies and financial
transactions. Also Parents/Guardians will be informed of their child’s class groupings which are essential as
students will be going directly to assigned classrooms which are associated with specific class groupings on
entry to the school on their first day of return. Furthermore please note class groupings have been altered to
accommodate extra base classes in both 2™ year and 3" year.



Student Record Books
The Student Record Book is Mandatory in Cashel Community School. The Student Record Book is
designed to

e Monitor the student’s attendance and punctuality.

e  Monitor the day-to-day behaviour of each student and record detention.

e Provide a number of permission forms which require the signature of the student’s
parents/guardians.

e Provide a journal to organise homework on a daily basis.

e Provide information on the progress of the student.

Student Insurance

Parents will be able to purchase insurance for their son/daughter on the day. Allianz have been providing Pupil
Personal Accident Insurance to our schools since the mid 1990’s. Pupil Personal Accident Insurance is a
benefits policy and covers Medical and Dental expenses following an accident.

Options

1. School Activities only cover provides Medical and Dental expenses when pupils are engaged in School
activities. €10
2. 24 hour cover provides cover for Medical and Dental expenses 24/7, 365 days a year. €13

Please have the correct monies at hand when purchasing this vital cover.

| firmly believe that if parents and students follow the guidelines contained in this letter it will ease the
pressure on parents and students as they prepare for the return to school in August and it will also ensure
that students have a positive start to the 2020/21 school year. | believe that a positive start is the basis of a
successful and happy school year.

Please remember to update the office of any changes to your telephone number or address details to ensure
we have access to accurate and updated contact details for every child. Looking forward to seeing you on
the day. Thanking you in advance for your patience and support on these matters.

Yours sincerely,
Jobn fa//aﬂa/éw

John Gallagher

(Principal)




