
Christmas Newsletter 

The end of the 2017 year will witness the departure and retirement of Jerry Ryan the caretaker of Cashel 
Community School  who was described as ' kind-hearted, talented and obliging' at his retirement function held 

at the school last week. Jerry has made an enormous contribution to life in Cashel Community School since his  

appointment to Cashel Community School . 
 
Jerry has retired as caretaker of the school after almost 23 years of service and worked with two different 
Principals. Presentations from the staff and students were made to Jerry on Friday at a morning function to 
mark the occasion. 
 
Jerry began working fulltime for the Secondary school in 1994. He was an extremely friendly and obliging man 
who was 'good hearted and had a common sense approach to life'. In addition, Jerry will be greatly missed at 
the school by all the members of the school body, especially the students who have shared their school 
journeys together. He added to the quality of life in Cashel Community School through his wholehearted 
involvement in school related activities. He was very hard working and took great pride in everything he did. 
He was just so dedicated.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge that Jerry was a great people person who loved being 
around the school. He was a pleasure to work with, very popular with staff and children, and we all wish him 
the very best in his retirement  

 

The School community also witnessed the departure of Patricia O’Dwyer  who has been a great servant to 
the school since it opened its doors in 1994 . 

Patricia was actively involved in  the Parents’ Association in the Vocational School in Cashel and also was 

very active at county, regional and national level in the Parents’ Association of Vocational Schools and 

Community Colleges (PAVSCC). 

She was one of two parents’ representatives on the first board of management of Cashel Community School. 

Patricia represented the Vocational School. The first board was appointed in 1993 in order to manage the final 

phase of the amalgamation and to prepare for the appointment of the first Principal in March 1994 and the 

Deputy Principal in May 1994. 

Patricia was hugely instrumental in establishing the Parents’ Association in Cashel Community School in the 

first term of the 1994/5 school year. She was also a major driving force behind the setting up of the Book 

Rental Scheme and was one of a core group of parents who travelled far and wide promoting and selling the 

tickets for the Rathcair Draw which was central to creating the seed capital to purchase the first sets of books 

for the book scheme which if memory serves me rightly was in place for the 1996/7 school year.  

Patricia served as president/chairperson of the Parents’ Association. While I’m not exactly sure of the dates I 

think she was the second president/chairperson of the Parents’ Association and therefore her term of office 

was probably from 1997 to 2000.   

Patricia served as the parents’ representative on the Board of Management until 2002 and then returned to 

the board as one of the trustee representatives of the Presentation Sisters, a position she was honoured to 

hold until her retirement in July 2017.   

 

 

 



Cashel Community School Fundraising Draw 

Cashel Community School’s annual draw took place on Friday the 8th of December .The winners 

received prizes from €500 to €50. The school greatly appreciates the generosity of all those who 

either bought or sold lines and the funds raised are used to support student activities. Six winners 

are awarded as well as prizes to the most successful promoters. The lucky winners are pictured with 

Miss Moore (Deputy Principal) and Mr. Brendan Ryan (Draw Organiser). The funds raised will be 

utilised to finically support and subsidise the development of a whole school community. 

 

Your continued generosity in supporting this annual fundraiser is appreciated and will enhance the 

quality of your child’s experience in Cashel Community School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scholarships 

Godolphin Bursary Awarded in Cashel Community School 

The Godolphin Racing Syndicate awarded its first bursary in Cashel Community School on 

Wednesday 13th December. Thirty-six students applied for consideration, six were selected for 

interview and the overall winner was Jamie Palmer, a sixth year student from Clerihan. Jamie plans 

to study Mechanical Engineering in Edinburgh and his ambition is to work as a design engineer in a 

prestige automaker such as Land Rover or Rolls Royce. 

The bursary comprises an annual stipend of €1500 per year of study at a recognised third level 

institution. Jamie was also awarded a laptop. Each year the recipient will be required to do 100 

hours of voluntary work with charities, sporting groups or community organisations.  

Cashel Community School is profoundly grateful to the Godolphin syndicate. Next year another 

student from the 2019 Leaving Cert class will be awarded this wonderful bursary. The school is 

extremely proud of the fact that there are three awards each year to support Leaving Certificate 

students in third level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Index: Mr. Roger Kennedy (Chairperson Board of Management), Mr. Paddy Byrne Godolphin, 

Jamie Palmer (Bursary Award Recipient), Ms. Ciara Devitt, Godolphin, Ms. Margaret Moore (Deputy 

Principal CCS), Mr. John Gallagher (Principal CCS). 

 

Friends of CCS GAA Support Group 

First Year Hurling Scholarship 

Wednesday December 13th saw the inaugural awarding of a scholarship by the Friends of CCS GAA 

Support Group to a First Year hurler who was willing to display characteristics such as leadership, 

being a team player, commitment to training and working hard academically. This scholarship will be 

an annual event and will reimburse the winner the costs of attending a full academic year in CCS as 

well as providing support to help this player to develop his skills.   

 

 



All the first year hurlers were invited to apply for the scholarship and 12 applications were received. 

The application form was an essay outlining the player’s strengths and ambitions and what they see 

themselves offering our school into the future. Because of the high calibre of all the applicants and 

the considerable effort that they went to the Support Group decided to reward all of the applicants. 

Ben has great history as a leader in that he captained Golden N.S. twice to winning county finals in 

2014 and 2017. He also captained the Cashel C.S. First year hurling team to win the Sciath Ui Cathain 

earlier this year. Ben received a scholarship package worth over €1500, including free books, gear, 

locker, food, uniform, transport to matches and free study for a year. All the staff and students in 

Cashel C.S. wish Ben well in getting this fantastic reward. 

 

 

Photo Index : Back Row (left to right): Mr. John Gallagher (Principal CCS), Mr. T.J. Quinn 

(Gamesmaster CCS), Ms. Margaret O’Carroll (Club Rep Friends of CCS GAA Support Group), Mr. 

Roger Kennedy (Chairperson Board of Management), Mr. Kevin Hally (Games Development Officer). 

Front Row: (left to right): Mr. Jamie Hynes (1st Year Hurling Coach), Ben Currivan (Scholarship 

Winner), Mr. Donal O’Dwyer (1st Year Hurling Coach) 

Finally, May I take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a 

happy New Year from all the Staff and Board of Management of Cashel Community School . 

Warm Regards, 

John Gallagher, 

 


